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Rev. Joseph Sanford
Deuteronomy 18:15-18

The LORD your God will raise up a prophet like me from your

community, from your fellow Israelites. He’s the one you must

listen to. That’s exactly what you requested from the LORD

your God at Horeb, on the day of the assembly, when you said,

“I can’t listen to the LORD my God’s voice anymore or look at

this great fire any longer. I don’t want to die!”

The LORD said to me: What they’ve said is right. I’ll raise up a

prophet for them from among their fellow Israelites—one just

like you. I’ll put my words in his mouth, and he will tell them

everything I command him.

Matthew 25:44-46

“Then they will reply, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or

thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison and didn’t do

anything to help you?’ Then he will answer, ‘I assure you that

when you haven’t done it for one of the least of these, you

haven’t done it for me.’ And they will go away into eternal

punishment. But the righteous ones will go into eternal life.”

The first passage comes from the Torah (Pentateuch, Books of

Moses).  There is a promise given to the people as they

prepare to enter into the land promised to Abraham so many

years before.  Moses was raised up (a notion absolutely

loaded with meaning) to free the people from bondage and

oppression.  God was not done.  The people would need

liberation yet again.  And they did...many times over.

Jesus of Nazareth was regarded as this prophet

spoken of so long ago.  Jesus came to lead us out of

oppression from sin and death and injustice and corruption

from broken systems.  In their place, the Kingdom of God

would begin its reign and rule.  Jesus’ death upon the cross

was a coronation of a King.  The explicit message of

coronation is undeniable if you understand ancient symbols

and rituals of the first century.

The question has never been “Did God send the

prophet promised in Deuteronomy?”  Rather, the question is

“Will people listen to him?”

I’m a father of four children.  I’d love to tell you how great I

love them and how well I serve my children in my role as a

dad.  I have my good days, sure, but I also have my bad ones.  I

get distracted sometimes.  The curse of having a phone which

has me constantly connected is that I get wrapped up in

emails, texts, calls, studying, etc.  It’s all right in the palm of

my hand.  Sometimes my kids need my attention.  Sadly,

that’ve learned that they must say my name multiple times,

“Daddy, Daddy, Daddy!”  My youngest even climbs into my lap

and grabs my face with her hands to land my full attention.

The issue is not whether they call out for me, but whether I

listen.

Sadly, we are all distracted these days.  It’s not always

smart phones either.  We get distracted by our schedules, our

pains, our goals and dreams, our desire to be a good daughter,

son, mother, father, employee, and friend.  We can be so

focused on things in our lives and filling so much into our days

that we simply don’t leave room to notice anything else.  We

can become so devoted to our politics, our social circles, and

even our church traditions that we miss the calling God has

placed upon our lives.

And...if we’re honest...we don’t much like to receive a

prophetic word from God.  A prophetic word always brings

disruption to our lives.  Every prophet comes because the

people have become so distracted that they have ignored

their core duties and identity.  The people are so blinded by

their reality that they don’t notice the evidence before them.

Many times in the Hebrew Scriptures, injustice and

oppression look like normal everyday life.  People see the

vulnerable people being ignored and say things like,

“Well...that’s just how it’s always been.”  Today I’ve heard the

phrase, “Well, Jesus said the poor would always be among

us...so we don’t really need to do anything about that.”

There are entire communities of people experiencing

horrific realities right here in our own backyards. I spoke with

a man (who has dark brown skin) recently who told me he

doesn’t exit his car when he arrives at a place and there is a

white female alone in his vicinity.  He has experienced

reactions of fear too many times and he doesn’t want to cause

anyone any undue anxiety.  He said that every move he makes

is calculated.
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A friend of mine (also with dark brown skin) said she

does not take her purse into Walmart because she has been

accused multiple times of placing things in her purse (which

she never has).  She also knows to keep her receipt out and

handy as she exits the building because almost every time she

is asked to present it while watching people who do not look

like her leave the building uninterrupted.  She has to calculate

how she enters and exits the grocery store in a way I never

have.

A seminary colleague of mine has to instruct her

teenage boys that they cannot run on the sidewalks in the

area of Evanston, Illinois (where the seminary campus is).

People react with anxiety when large brown teenage boys are

playing and running.  Many people of Evanston don’t see

playful boys; they see potential threat.  This colleague gave

me a list of several talks she has had to have with her sons

that I will never have to have with my children because people

will never mistake my children as potential threats for running

on the sidewalk.

The stories go on, friends.  There are things

happening in our communities that are beyond the awareness

of many of us.  We could simply say, “How could I know of

this?”  I wonder...are we distracted?  Have we become so used

to unfair and unjust realities that we think things are all okay

and fine?  There are voices crying out about situations far

worse than the ones listed above.  Do we hear them?

Thankfully, we have our prophet, Jesus.  Jesus lived a

life of opening the eyes and hearts of everyone who dared to

follow him and become a disciple.  There is not one person

who has ever followed him whose life was not disrupted in a

difficult and equally beautiful way.  There is not one person

who follows Jesus who has not been awoken from a distracted

life.  We want to live a life in the Kingdom of God, but that

often means we need to be intentional about looking around

and paying attention to the world around us.  Specifically, we

need to give our attention to “the least of these” -- the people

Jesus labels as “brothers and sisters of mine.”

We are going to launch a new team at SUMC focused

on Social Justice Ministries.  The main purpose of this team is

to intentionally look around our community to see what God

is calling us to see.  We want to learn the stories of our

neighbors and enter into their lives as disciples of Jesus Christ.

We want to hear of their struggles and learn how we can

better serve them as the church in Sellersburg.

We want to connect with people whose lives are far

more calculated than is necessary to let them know they are

seen.  We want to let them know that God hears their cry.  We

want them to know that the church is a place where a

different Kingdom is at work and that they are invited as they

are.  God is already at work in our community.  Our goal is to

awaken to the divine presence and join in to that work.

Don’t worry about if we have what it takes to do what

God has called us to do.  The Holy Spirit will give us everything

we need; we need only offer ourselves.  Our prophet is here

and he is already among his sisters and brothers who are

marginalized.  Are we ready to listen to him, follow him, and

join him in the work of the Kingdom?

Grace & Peace,

Rev. Joseph Sanford

Finance Update

Church Family:

Below is the SUMC financial update through the end of

May, 2021, or after 22 weeks in 2021, for SUMC:

Giving Comparison to Budget.   The budget for 2021 for

SUMC is $ 257,508.   To support this budget goal, through

the end of May (after 22 weeks), we actually received

$101,554.83.   To support the budget after 22 weeks, we

should have received $108,945.72 or $ 7,390.89 less than

required.   If this giving trend continues to the end of the

year, we will be approximately $ 17,500 below the required

giving goal.

Giving vs. Expenses.  For the year-to-date as of May 31,

our Expenses exceeded our Giving by approximately $

6,700.  As with our personal finances, the church cannot

operate where Expenses exceed Income.

Salaries, Apportionments, and Other Financial

Obligations.   As reported last month, even though the

giving continues to be below the target budget, the church

has been able to keep the current staff without layoffs or

reductions in salaries.  Also, the church has made all

financial obligations to the UMC; and all the bills are

current.
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Capital Projects and Ministry Projects.   The SUMC

Governing Board is considering funding for the following

Capital and Ministry projects:

● Landscaping in front of Church Office

● 150th Anniversary Celebration on October 10, 2021

● Trunk or Treat scheduled for Fall, 2021

● Replacing the Sanctuary HVAC Unit

● Sealing and Re-striping the Rear Parking Lot

● Final work on the Two New Stained-Glass Windows

● Final payment on Carpeting in Nursery and Jr.

Chapel

All the projects above will be funded from existing

Designated Funds, or will be deferred until later, when

funds are available.

One note concerning giving:  if you give cash as your

tithe/offering, be sure to place your name on the giving

envelope, if you wish to receive credit.

As always, I would be glad to answer any SUMC financial

questions.  My e-mail and phone numbers are listed below.

Please pray that the Governing Board of the Church will

have wisdom to be good stewards as it deals with a variety

of financial issues for the remainder of 2021.

R Waterman, SUMC Finance

812-256-5298 Home 502-548-9117 Cell

bobwaterman@msn.com

United Methodist Women

At our UMW meeting this month it was decided that we

would meet the second Sunday of the month at 2 p.m in

the Fellowship Hall. Mark your calendars for July 11.

Young-At-Heart is Back!

Young-At-Heart Pitch-in Luncheon is Back! Wednesday, July

7, 2021, at 11:30 a.m. SUMC Fellowship Hall. Meat and

drinks will be furnished. For transportation or more

information, contact Elda Myers (812-767-7980 or

jackmyers.e@twc.com) or Phyllis Hunefeld (502-693-3696

or Phyllis.hunefeld@gmail.com)

Habitat for Humanity

Our work day for this build will

be October 15th for caulking

and/or insulation. We need 10

people for this work day.

Please contact

sellersburgumc@gmail.com if

you are available to work.

We will let you know when

they give us the calendar to sign up for providing meals for

work crews on other day.  Thank you for all who have

expressed interest and willingness to serve.  We will keep

you updated.

Please spread the word to any friends you think might

enjoy being on our build team or would like to donate. Our

goal for SUMC is offer a work crew of 10 people for one day

of the build, provide lunch for 5 workdays, and donate

$500. This would be a great cause to fundraise for in our

Sunday School classes. If you plan to donate, we will collect

between now and the end of September.  You can write a

check to the church and mark your donation “Habitat For

Humanity Apostles Build.”

Feel free to contact me if you have any questions!

Blessings, Lauren Sanford

Photo from our 2021 Apostle Build Ground Blessing last

Friday. Thank you to everyone who came out to support

and pray for Angela and her sons.

mailto:sellersburgumc@gmail.com
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Prayer List

1. Family of Judie Goode
2. Family of Don Lucas
3. Family Gene Mcrae
4. Minnie (Lois Pickel’s sister)
5. John Scannapieco
6. Joyce Adams
7. Don & Janet Broady
8. Mark Ritter’s Grandfather
9. Patricia Wallace, friend of Elda Myers
10. Shirley Barnhart
11. Lillian Curtis (fall injuries)
12. Connie Schlieker (fall injuries)
13. Brenda Croucher retina treatment
14. Lois Lewis (fall injuries)
15. Lori Rice (needs surgery for her shoulder)
16. Donna Moore (broken wrist)
17. Denny Jones in hospital
18. Patrick Reagan, Pam Gaines brother

Birthday List
See a mistake or omission? Need a mailing address for a

card? Call the church office (812) 246-2502 Mon to Thurs

9am-2pm or email anytime sellersburgumc@gmail.com
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