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Who Are We?
Genesis 32 is a story of identity.  To make a long back-story

short, Jacob has spent his life being a “heal-grabber” (the

Hebrew meaning for his name).  He’s been a swindler…a

trickster—the kind of person you avoid dealing with because

chances are strong he will seize every opportunity to take

advantage of you.  He received his name “heal-grabber” when

he was born right after his twin brother grasping his brother’s

heal—as if he were trying to be born first.

His story begins in chapter 25, but in chapter 32 he is

wrestling with a man for an entire night.  The man, seeing that

he was no match for Jacob, tore a muscle in Jacob’s thigh and

asked to be let go.  Jacob refuses to let go until the man

blesses him—how strange!  It’s widely believed Jacob knew

that it was a Divine Messenger he was wrestling

with—messenger is the word in scripture where we read

“angel.”  Jacob wanted a blessing.  The response from the

opponent is, “What’s your name?”

This question seems innocent enough, but it has a

history.  Several chapters prior Jacob was asked the exact

same question by his father, Esau.  Jacob had disguised

himself and went before his blind dying father pretending to

be his older twin brother to receive the blessing of the

firstborn son.  Esau was suspicious, and asked, “What’s your

name?”  Jacob responded, “I am your son, your oldest son,

Esau.”

What followed that encounter was Jacob fleeing the

wrath of his brother until he left the land altogether, worked

for Laban—who turned out to be a better swindler than even

Jacob,—and eventually came to return home after more than

fourteen years.  He was afraid to enter his brother’s land…the

land of his father.

“What’s your name?” was no easy question for Jacob,

but he responds, “Jacob.”  Upon this, he receives a new name

as a blessing from God.  His new name is “Israel” (he who

struggles with God).

It’s as if Jacob was finally ready to be who he actually

was.  No longer is he pretending.  No longer is he attempting

to mislead or hide his true identity.  Even though his true

identity is “heal-grabber,” his ability to claim his true self

makes him ready to receive God’s blessing.  It’s as if God is

saying to him, “Now that you are ready to be honest about

who you are, we can finally get to work together.” Jacob

re-enters his homeland as a person who is no longer grabbing

heals.

Who are we, church?

Do we even know?

Have we ever asked ourselves who we are?

Almost every church in our culture struggles to know who

they are at one time or another.  So often we get caught

looking to the past for our source of identity.  We look

backward with romanticized nostalgia and fixate on what

seems important without asking just how important the

events of the past are to God.  For instance, we may look back

to high attendance numbers and think that was the pinnacle

of our existence without asking, “How were we bringing

reconciliation and healing to our community?”  We may look

to the days when money was flowing in and never think to

ask, “How many hurting and broken families were blessed

with the abundance of our resources?”  We may reflect upon

extravagant examples of worshiping on Sunday morning

without wondering, “Did we please Jesus who says multiple

times in the Gospel of Matthew, ‘Go and learn what this

means: I want mercy and not sacrifice,’ (quoting Micah 6:6).”

Sacrifice was, after all, the way they worshiped in Jesus’ day.

Are we willing to consider who we actually are rather

than who we have tried to present ourselves to be? We want

blessing, but if often takes a significant cost for us to receive

it; Jacob never walked the same again after this encounter. He

was more than willing to take a severely injured thigh and risk

even death (because he was willing to let the light of the

dawning day shine upon the face of God—something that

everyone knew would be the cause of death) to receive the

blessing of God.  He was willing to admit who he had been

and no longer cling to the image he had tried to present time

and time again in hopes of bringing himself blessing.

We have much to be proud of as a church body, but we must

ALWAYS be asking, “Who are we?”  When we are ready to



The Trumpet Sounds | August 2021 Sellersburg United Methodist Church

confront our true identity and claim it, no matter what we

might risk, God will be ready to work with us and bring

blessing in our journey ahead.

We are celebrating 150 years as a church body this

year.  No doubt, we will be reflecting upon the past with great

affection.  May we also reflect upon the past with honest eyes

of the heart.  May we celebrate our triumphs and struggles.

May we claim the moments of which we are both proud and

ashamed.  May we present the past 150 years to God with

honest hearts ready to understand who we truly are so that

God may bless us for the next 150 years.  May we not walk

away from this time of struggle with ourselves and God the

same.

Grace and Peace, my church family,

Rev. Joseph Sanford

SUMC Finance Update

Church Family: Below is the SUMC

financial update through the end of June,

2021, or after 26 weeks in 2021, for

SUMC:

Giving Comparison to Budget.   The

budget for 2021 for SUMC is $ 257,508.

To support this budget goal, through the end of June (after

26 weeks), we actually received $119,755.83.   To support

the budget after 26 weeks, we should have received

$128,754.04 or $8,998.21 less than required.   If this giving

trend continues to the end of the year, we will be

approximately $18,000 below the required giving goal.

Giving vs. Expenses. For the year-to-date as of June 30,

our Expenses exceeded our Giving by approximately

$10,915.67.   As indicated in previous reports, the Expenses

have exceeded the Giving for several months.  While this

may be acceptable for the short term, the church cannot

operate where Expenses exceed Income for the long term.

Salaries, Apportionments, and Other Financial

Obligations. As reported previously, even though the

giving continues to be below the target budget, the church

has been able to keep the current staff without layoffs or

reductions in salaries.  Also, the church has made all

financial obligations to the UMC.  All other bills are current.

Capital Projects and Ministry Projects. The SUMC

Governing Board is considering funding for the following

Capital and Ministry projects:

● Landscaping around the church and in front of the

Church Office.

● 150th Anniversary Celebration on October 10,

2021.  This celebration will be funded from the

proceeds from the Pig Roast to be held in

mid-September.

● Trunk-or-Treat scheduled for October, 2021.

Funding will come from the Outreach Designated

Fund.

● Replacing the Sanctuary HVAC Unit.

● Sealing and Re-striping the Rear Parking Lot

● Final work on the Two New Stained-Glass

Windows.  Funding for this project will come from

Rainy Day Designated Fund and from proceeds

from the Enduring Gifts.

● Final payment on Carpeting in Nursery and Jr.

Chapel.  Funding for this project will come from

Rainy Day Designated Fund and from proceeds

from the Enduring Gifts.

As always, I would be glad to answer any SUMC financial

questions.  My e-mail and phone numbers are listed below.

As in the past, please continue to pray that the Governing

Board of the Church will have wisdom to be good stewards

as it deals with these financial challenges for the remainder

of 2021.

R Waterman

SUMC Finance

812-256-5298 Home, 502-548-9117 Cell

bobwaterman@msn.com
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United Methodist Women

United Methodist Women have invited a

representative from Center for Lay

Ministries to speak at our next meeting

at 2 pm on Sun., Aug. 8. Members are

invited to contribute to a “shower” of

items including: toothbrushes,

toothpaste, mouthwash,  and dental floss, toilet paper,

facial tissues,  laundry and dish detergent, diapers for

babies and Depends for adults, razors, soap and body wash,

deodorant, lotions, feminine products, and any other

toiletry items.

Young-At-Heart

We will meet at 11:30 am on Wed., Aug.

4 and be serving chicken (& maybe ham).

Pastor Joe will be sharing memories and

film from his trip to Judea at this

meeting. FYI, we will play Bingo at our

September & November meetings, Pastor

Joe will  share memories of his trip to Galilee in October,

and memories of Israeli/Palestinian sights later.

Come join the fun, and let’s beat our attendance of 29!!!  If

you need a ride or assist at the ramp, please call Phyllis at

502-693-3696 and Elda at 812-767-7980.

Friends and Family Day Retreat

On Sunday, September 18

(Noon-4pm) we will gather for a

Friends and Family Day Retreat at

Country Lake Christian Retreat

Center.  Please join us for

fellowship, activities, a special

mission opportunity, and a beautiful view of the lake. We

will have a devotion, refreshments, crafts for children, the

opportunity to hike, take a prayer walk, and canoe or fish

on the lake.  Families and individuals of all ages are

welcome! Please RSVP to Lauren Sanford by September 4

via text or call 317-371-5070.

Pig Roast Tickets

Please pick up a packet of tickets from

Marcia Schiller in church on Sundays

starting on August 1 to sell to friends,

neighbors, business associates, and the like

for the Pig Dinner.  Directions will be on

the packet. Thank you for all your help in

making our event successful.

Alpha Plans Underway

As you may recall, SUMC had planned on conducting the

next Alpha Class in spring of 2020.  Due to the COVID-19

pandemic and the closing of churches and schools, this

Alpha class was postponed.

Now that some of the COVID-19 restrictions are being

lifted, we are once again resuming the planning for the next

Alpha class.  We are aware that with the new Delta Variant

of the COVID-19, that future restrictions may occur.

Start thinking about Alpha either as a participant or inviting

a relative, neighbor, friend, or co-worker.  Alpha is basic

Christianity 101!   It is a 10-to-12-week class.

Everyone is invited to Alpha, from those who have never

been to church to those who have been life-long members.

No one is ever put on the spot.  You grow spiritually at your

own pace.

Each meeting has a meal provided by the church, a

short-video, and then a discussion on the video.

Most likely the next class will begin in January, 2022, after

the holidays!

If you have any questions, please see Pastor Joe or Bob and

Kathy Waterman.  Our contact is below:

bobwaterman@msn.com

kawaterman@yahoo.com

Home:  812-256-5298

Hope to see you at the next Alpha class.

mailto:bobwaterman@msn.com
mailto:kawaterman@yahoo.com
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Habitat for Humanity

There is still time to sign up to

volunteer for the Habitat for Humanity

Apostle Build.  This is a great mission

opportunity for our church.  If you

enjoy building or painting, preparing

meals or would like to donate we’d

love to have you join our team! Our new goal for SUMC is

to offer work crews for 3 days of the build, provide lunch

for 5 workdays, and donate $500. If you’d like to donate

you can write a check to the church and mark your

donation “Habitat For Humanity Apostle Build.” We have

members of SUMC signed up for build days on 10/15

(caulking and insulation), 11/18 & 11/30/21 (painting).

There is still room for you on any of these days, as well as

several other days. Several days for lunch prep are still

available as well! Location is 252 Jackson Street New

Albany, IN 47150.  Lunch preparation in SUMC kitchen.

Please contact sellersburgumc@gmail.com for more

information or to sign up!

Missions Update

The Missions Team has continued the

years 2020 and 2021 following the 2019

supported projects with few changes;

basically we dropped a few and had to

adjust the amounts sent to others.

Recently we added Habitat for Humanity

and S.O.A.R.

Missions met January 2020 and established the program

for that year. We check on what the church members and

Pastor Joe may have an interest in, and we try to follow the

interest traditionally held by the church. The mission

projects being sponsored are Child Place North, Bliss

House, Clark County Youth, UM Children's Home-

Evansville, Kelly Burch, Jesus Cares@ Exit Zero, Mission

Guatemala, Voices of Martyrs, Samaritans Purse, Open

Doors, New Life, Indiana Children's Home and Remember

the Children. Added recently are Habitat for Humanity and

S.O.A.R.

The Missions budget is set by the church and by members

of the congregation that give above tithing/ offering for

areas they hold dear. Our amounts given out are less at this

time. Our budget 2021 $850.

The Missions Team (Marilyn Brenner, secretary; Kathy

Waterman, treasurer; Paulette Davison; Joyce Adams and

Janice Jones, co-leaders) meets in January, April, August

and in November ( as needed). Our meeting date for

January 2022 will be announced in November. If you are

interested in joining the team, we welcome you. The

Missions Team is just part of the Missional division of

church work. Other teams or individuals are needed for the

personal time, effort, and skills for community service or

mission trips. SUMC at one time had for several years a

group going with another UM church to Johns Island in

South Carolina- a few that went were Earline Cunningham,

Marilyn Brenner, Heather Profitt, and Janice Jones. Marilyn

and George Brenner and Earline Cunningham also did other

mission trips. If you have done mission trips in the past and

would like to share memories, please let us know for the

newsletter.

May God bless each of you in all you do in His name..

Your Mission Team in Jesus Christ.

COVID Update

The Governing Board met Wednesday

evening for our regularly monthly

meeting.  A part of our discussion was

focused on the rising case numbers in

our county, state, and country due to the Delta variant of

coronavirus.

If you are unfamiliar with what I’m referencing, the

first strain of COVID-19 which began making its way into

the world in the fall of 2019 was known as the Alpha of the

virus.  Like all viruses, there are mutations as the virus

adapts and evolves.  We are facing the fourth variation of

the virus: aka - Delta.  This variation is 60-100% more

contagious given that it doesn’t take as long for it to make

you sick once it has entered your body and it produces

more of the virus in your nose and throat.  While they are

not finding that Delta makes you sicker, it does produce

much more of the virus in a quicker fashion--the degree to
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which you get sick has been linked to how much of the

virus you were exposed to.

The Delta variant is showing to be something that

the vaccines are highly effective against.  “Breakthrough”

cases (fully vaccinated people getting sick) are rare, but do

occur.  Even when they occur, the sickness is generally very

mild unless the person is elderly or has a compromised

immune system.  Fully vaccinated people CAN carry enough

of the virus to pass it on.  People who have not been

vaccinated are highly susceptible to the Delta variant.

People are getting sicker faster and spreading it long before

they realize they are sick.

SUMC has approached this whole situation

following John Wesley’s General Rules: 1. Do no harm, 2.

Do good, and 3. Stay in love with God.  We are not aware of

a single instance of spread through church activities. We

are grateful to each and every one of you for helping to

navigate the precautions and inconveniences which have

protected us all.

The county 2-metric score had been either a 0 or .5

for a couple of months.  This is a wonderful place to be

because it means we are more or less safe in our

environments.  July 21st Clark County scored a 1 due to an

increase in case numbers and positivity rate.  July 28th

Clark County scored a 1.5 as cases and positivity rate

continued to rise.  We anticipate those factors to continue

to rise now that we are dealing with the Delta variant.

In response, the church is taking precaution

without jumping back into strict measures. We are going

to space out the sanctuary to have people of different

households sit apart from one another.  We will

encourage those who wish to wear a mask, but will not

ask everyone to wear them.  A good portion of our

congregation has been vaccinated and have practiced great

discipline throughout this entire process.  We trust you to

make decisions to protect yourself and others.

If Clark County rises to a 2 or greater, the

Governing Board will meet again to look at the numbers

and statistics in detail and context to get a better handle on

what it means for us as a church.  We will do our best to

follow the lead of our Bishop and Governor.  So far, there

are no mandates from the Indiana State House.  If

mandates or orders are made, we will consider those with

great care and respect.

Our first priority is “Do no harm.”  Our equally

important priorities are “Do good” and “Stay in love with

God.”  We want to keep church activities going as long as

we can do them safely.  We will be looking at all

opportunities for us to make our worship space, Sunday

School classrooms, meetings, etc. safer so that they can

continue.  We do NOT want to halt in-person meetings of

any kind if we can find a way to safely have them continue.

Worship is important.  Gathering is important.  Providing

ways to serve our community is important.  This will all

involve everyone’s help.

Please help us accomplish our goals by doing your

part to protect yourself and others in whatever way you

feel is best for you. Distancing, masking, vaccines, meeting

outdoors, are simply a few of the many options available to

us.  If each of us prayerfully make choices that we feel are

best for both ourselves and our neighbors, we will get

through this with as little hiccups as possible. Encourage

one another, offer grace to those who make different

choices than you.  Let’s continue to BE the church in all that

we do.  May God’s goodness and glory be seen through us,

the body, in such a time as this.
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Prayer List

1. Family of Don Lucas
2. Family Gene Mcrae
3. Pickle Family
4. John Scannapieco
5. Joyce Adams
6. Don & Janet Broady
7. Mark Ritter’s Grandfather
8. Patricia Wallace, friend of Elda Myers
9. Shirley Barnhart
10. Lillian Curtis (fall injuries)
11. Connie Schlieker (fall injuries)
12. Brenda Croucher retina treatment
13. Lori Rice (surgery recovery)
14. Denny Jones (health issues)
15. Patrick Reagan, Pam Gaines brother
16. Frank, Nora Pritchett’s brother
17. Gerry Garbe recovery, Cheryl’s husband
18. Doris Smith

Birthday List
See a mistake or omission? Need a mailing address for a

card? Call the church office (812) 246-2502 Mon to Thurs

9am-2pm or email anytime sellersburgumc@gmail.com

mailto:sellersburgumc@gmail.com

